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1
CORROSION RESISTANT SCREEN FRAME
ASSEMBLY

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is generally directed to a screen
frame assembly comprising a structurally supportive anchor
retention assembly and structured to limit, minimize or elimi-
nate water or other fluid from contacting the anchor(s),
thereby limiting, minimizing or eliminating rust or corrosion
thereof.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Screened enclosures, typically for but not limited to homes
and residences with balconies, patios, and/or pools, are
extremely popular as the screened enclosure helps seclude the
enclosed area from certain outer elements such as bugs and
foliage while maintaining an outdoor atmosphere. In general,
screened enclosures are commonly installed by securing a
frame element to a base (such as a wood or concrete floor,
slab, column, beam, ceiling, etc.) and then securing the screen
material or panel to the frame element. A typical frame ele-
ment is constructed of extruded metal or aluminum and then
anchored to the base via a plurality of spaced apart anchors or
SCrews.

A common drawback to the frame assembly for screened
enclosures is that over time the anchor is exposed to the outer
elements and water or other fluid (e.g., rain or pool water)
causing the anchors to rust and corrode rather quickly. Cor-
roded or rusted anchors may cause the frame assembly to fail,
become disengaged with the base, and must therefore be
replaced on a regular basis.

Particularly, when the anchor is driven through the frame
element and into the base, oftentimes, the pressure causes the
frame element to slightly buckle or cave inward creating a
concave or indented configuration proximate the top portion
or head of the anchor. The indented, concave or buckled area
will then accumulate water or other fluid. The water or fluid
accumulated at or near the head of the anchor causes the
anchor to experience rapid deterioration, corrosion and rust.

Furthermore, water and other fluid can oftentimes seep
under the outer edges of the frame element and into the
interior portion of the frame element where the anchor meets
the base. Water or other accumulation therein also cause the
anchor to experience rapid deterioration, corrosion and rust.

There is thus a need in the art for a frame element that is
structured to protect the anchor from unwanted accumulation
of water or other fluid that can cause the anchor to corrode or
rust. Therefore, the proposed invention comprises various
structures and features that resist fluid from contacting the
anchor or accumulating on the top surface of the anchor. The
resistance to or protection from fluid causes the anchor to
remain structurally intact for longer periods of time, prolong-
ing the structural integrity of the frame element and screen
frame assembly.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is generally directed to a frame ele-
ment as part of a screen frame assembly for securing or
attaching a screen to a building or other structure, for
example, to create a screened enclosure, patio, pool deck, etc.
Specifically, the frame element of certain embodiments of the
present invention include a top or head surface and an oppo-
sitely disposed support side that is connectable or secured to
a support base. The support base may include, but is not
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2

limited to a support column, beam, ground, ceiling, etc. or any
portion of a building structure, for example. In particular, the
frame element includes an anchor retention assembly which
is disposed within an interior portion of the frame element and
structured to at least partially define an anchor retention chan-
nel dimensioned to receive an anchor, such as a screw, bolt,
etc., therein and into an engaging relation with the support
base. As will be apparent from the discussion herein, the
anchor retention assembly of at least one embodiment of the
present invention comprises at least one support wall which is
disposed in an at least partially encasing or fluid restricting
relation to the anchor disposed within the anchor channel.
Particularly, the support wall is disposable in an at least par-
tially contacting and fluid restricting relation with the support
base, and is therefore structured to restrict fluid (such as, but
not limited to, rain or pool water) from flowing or seeping into
the anchor channel, for example, between the bottom or sec-
ond end of the support wall and the support base.

Furthermore, the anchor retention assembly of at least one
embodiment is structured to support the head surface of the
frame element and restrict or limit buckling of the surface, for
example, during and after an anchor is driven through the
frame element and into the base. Particularly, the support wall
is structured to engage the base and support the oppositely
disposed head surface as the anchor is driven there through.
This limits or prevents buckling proximate the anchor chan-
nel and thereby minimizes or eliminates unwanted pooling or
accumulation of water or other fluid thereon which can cause
corrosion or rusting of the anchor.

As a further protection against fluid contacting the anchor,
atleast one embodiment of the present invention also includes
a cap disposed in an overlying and/or covering relation to the
head surface and/or the anchor channel of the frame element.
Particularly, the cap may include a curved or curvilinear
surface configuration structured to direct any water or fluid
off of the cap and away from the anchor and anchor channel.

Itshould also be noted that the screen retention assembly of
at least one embodiment of the present invention, which is
structured to secure the screen material to the frame element,
may be disposed externally to the cap, meaning that the main-
tenance, replacement, removal, and attachment of the screen
material to the frame element may be accomplished without
having to remove the cap from the frame element.

These and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become more apparent when the draw-
ings as well as the detailed description are taken into consid-
eration.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a screen assembly
attached to a structured, as described herein.

FIG. 2 is a side cut-away view of the frame assembly
disclosed in accordance with at least one embodiment herein.

FIG. 3 is a side exploded view of the frame assembly
illustrated in the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a side cut-away view of the frame element of the
embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3.

FIG. 5 is a bottom view of a frame element disclosed in
accordance with at least one embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 6 is a bottom view of a frame element disclosed in
accordance with another embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 7 is a partial cut away view of a support ledge dis-
closed in accordance with at least one embodiment of the
present invention.
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Like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout the
several views of the drawings provided herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a screen frame assem-
bly, and in particular a frame element 10 thereof. Specifically,
as schematically illustrated in FIG. 1, a building, house or
other structure, represented as reference character 2, may
include a screen enclosure, for example, on a patio, pool area,
balcony, etc. Generally, the screen enclosure includes a plu-
rality of frame elements 10 which are attached or secured to a
supporting base 4, such as, but certainly not limited to a floor,
column, support beam, cross beam, ceiling, etc. constructed
of a generally rigid and supportive material such as, for
example, wood, concrete, etc. A screen element 6 or panel is
then secured or attached to the various frame element(s) 10 in
any manner including, for example, but not limited to, dis-
posing a portion of the screen 6 into a screen retention channel
or groove and securing the screen material or panel 6 therein
via a flexible cord or spline, as will be described in more
detailed herein.

Referring now to the cross sectional view of FIG. 2, the
various embodiments of the present invention disclosed
herein comprise a frame element 10 which may be con-
structed of a generally rigid and/or sturdy material and can be,
but is not necessarily, manufactured via extrusion techniques.
Accordingly, the frame element(s) 10 of the present invention
may comprise an extruded metal (or other material) frame
comprising a generally elongated configuration which can be
secured to a support base 4 and which can also receive the
screen element or panel 6 therein so as to construct or
assemble the screen frame assembly.

Accordingly, the frame element 10 comprises a support
side 12 which is generally a bottom end of the element 10
secured or otherwise connected to the support base 4, as will
be described in further detail herein. The frame element 10 of
at least one embodiment further includes a head surface,
generally represented as 14, which may be oppositely dis-
posed relative to the support side 12. Particularly, the head
side 12 of the frame element will generally receive an anchor
8 there through, wherein the head or upper end of the anchor
8 may engage the head surface 14 of the frame element 10, so
as to secure the frame element to the base 4. It should be noted
that the anchor 8 of the various embodiments of the present
invention may include virtually any securing device includ-
ing, but certainly not limited to, a screw, bolt, rivet, etc.
Oftentimes, the material of the support base 4 at least partially
dictates the type and size of the anchor 8 used to secure the
frame element 10 to the support base 4.

Furthermore, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the frame element
10 of the present invention further comprises an anchor chan-
nel 16 disposed on an interior portion of the frame element 10
and between the head surface 14 and the support side 12.
Particularly, the anchor channel 16 is sized and dimensioned
to receive the anchor 8 therein such that the anchor 8 can
engage the support base 4 (via a bottom or distal end 8') and
concurrently engage the head surface 14 (via a top or proxi-
mate end 8"). As just one example, the width W1 of the anchor
channel 16 of at least one embodiment may be one half (V2)
inches, although any other sizes may be contemplated so as to
accommodate various sized anchors 8 and/or different sized
or dimensioned frame elements 10. Furthermore, although
only one anchor 8 is illustrated in the cut away view of FIGS.
2 and 3, the elongated frame element 10 of the present inven-
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tion includes a plurality of spaced apart anchors 8 disposed
along a length thereof in order to secure the entire frame
element 10 to the base 4.

Particularly, the frame element 10 of the various embodi-
ments of the present invention comprises an anchor retention
assembly 20 which is structured to at least partially define the
anchor channel 16. For instance, the anchor retention assem-
bly 20 of at least one embodiment comprises at least one
support wall 22 extending from an inner side of the head
surface 14 to the support base 4. Specifically, the support wall
22 of at least one embodiment comprises a first or upper end
23 connected to, or extending from, an inner side of the head
surface 14, as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, for example.
Further, the support wall 22 of at least one embodiment
includes a second or bottom end 24 which is structured to
engage or simply contact an outer surface of the support base
4. For exemplary purposes only, when the anchor 8 is dis-
posed within the anchor channel 16, the side wall 22 or anchor
retention assembly 20 is structured and disposed to engage
the support base 4 (via second end 24). This engagement
between with second end 24 and the base 4 may be due to
compressive force exerted on the anchor 8 as the anchor 8 is
driven into the base 4. In this manner, the anchor retention
assembly 20 and/or second end 24 of the support wall 22
thereof may be disposed a in a fluid restricting engagement
with the support base 4 so as to restrict fluid flow there
between.

Accordingly, with the anchor 8 secured to the base 4 within
the anchor channel 16, the anchor retention assembly 20 is
structured to at least partially protect or seclude the anchor 8
within the channel 16. For example, should water (such as
rain water, pool water, etc.) seep under the frame element 10,
the fluid restricting engagement or contact between the
anchor retention assembly 20 and the base 4 provides a seal or
barrier between the anchor 8 and any water or fluid that may
have inadvertently accrued or seeped under the frame element
10. This restriction of fluid from flowing into or contacting the
anchor 8 provides protection or resistance to premature or
undue corrosion or rust of the anchor 8.

Additionally, the anchor retention assembly 20 is further
structured to restrict bending, warping, buckling, damaging
or distorting of the head surface 14 proximate the anchor 8.
For instance, without the anchor retention assembly 20 of at
least one embodiment of the present invention, when the
anchor 8 is driven down through the frame element 10 and
into the base 4, oftentimes the top surface of the frame can be
damaged or warped due to the pressure of the anchor 8. For
example, the surface immediately surrounding the anchor 8
may form a concave or indented configuration due to the force
of'the anchor 8 being driven down through the frame and into
the base. Water or fluid that can be damaging to the anchor 8
may then accumulate in the indented or concave warp and,
over time, cause the anchor 8 to rust or corrode.

Accordingly, the anchor retention assembly 20 of the
present invention is further structured to restrict or prevent the
head surface 14 of the frame element 10 from forming a
concave configuration or indentation proximate the anchor 8.
In this regard, the structural integrity of the anchor retention
assembly 20 and the engagement of the anchor retention
assembly 20 between the base 4 and the head surface 14 is
structured to provide support to the head surface 14 and
thereby restrict or prevent inadvertent or unwanted warping
or damage thereto when the anchor 8 is driven through the
frame element 10 and into the base 4. Particularly, and for
exemplary purposes only, in one embodiment, the head sur-
face 14 comprises a generally flat configuration at or near the
anchor 8. In that case, the anchor retention assembly 20 is
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structured to maintain the flat configuration of the head sur-
face 14, even during and after the anchor 8 is driven there
through and into engaging relation with the base 4. It should
be noted, however, that the head surface 14 is not necessarily
limited to comprising a flat configuration, and may instead
include a sloped, convex, curvilinear, or other configuration.

As such, as illustrated in FIG. 5, in at least one embodi-
ment, the anchor retention assembly 20 comprises at least two
spaced apart support walls 22 which define the anchor chan-
nel 16 there between. In this regard, the support walls 22 may
extend along the entire length (or a substantial portion) of the
elongated frame element 10 wherein anchors 8 may be dis-
posed therein in a selected spaced relation to one another. In
this regard, the anchors disposed in the channel will be col-
lectively at least partially enclosed or encased by the anchor
retention assembly 20. It should also be noted that in certain
embodiments, instead of continuous support walls 22 extend-
ing along the length or a substantial portion of the elongated
frame element 10 (which creates one elongated anchor chan-
nel), a plurality of spaced apart support walls 22 may be
disposed along the length of the frame element 20 to define a
plurality of anchor channel 16.

Furthermore, referring now to FIG. 6, yet another embodi-
ment of the anchor retention assembly 20 is illustrated. Par-
ticularly, in at least one embodiment, the anchor retention
assembly 20 may comprise a support wall 22 of a generally
circular or rounded configuration defining a plurality of
anchor channels 16 along the length of the elongated frame
element 10. Specifically, in the embodiment shown in FIG. 6,
the support wall 22 is structured to individually surround and
encase the anchor disposed therein. Of course, other configu-
rations are contemplated, such as generally square, rectangu-
lar, triangular or other substantially surrounding configura-
tions.

Referring to FIGS. 2-4 and 7, as yet another protection
against fluid flowing to the anchors 8, at least one embodi-
ment comprises one, but more practically, two oppositely
disposed support ledges 30 disposable in a secure, supporting
and fluid restricting relation with the base 4. Particularly, as
shown, the support ledges 30 comprise a partially elongated
foot, which in at least one embodiment, extends from oppo-
sitely disposed outer ends of the frame element 10 toward an
interior portion of the frame element 10. As just one example,
the width W2 of the foot or contacting surface of support
ledges 30 may be in the range of about 0.25 inches, although
other widths are certainly contemplated within the full spirit
and scope of the present invention.

For instance, when the anchor 8 is disposed through the
anchor channel 16 and into an engaging relation with the base
4, the support ledges 30 are structured to provide a substantial
amount of surface area in contact with the base 4, via pressure
and frictional force, which, in turn, helps restrict or prevent
fluid, such as rain water or pool water, from flowing under-
neath the frame element 10, for example, between the support
ledges 30 and the base 4. In addition to the anchor retention
assembly 20 described herein, the support ledges 30 provide
further restriction and prevention of fluid from contacting the
anchors 8.

In at least one embodiment, the under surface or base
contacting surface of the support ledges 30 comprise a cor-
rugated, ribbed, oruneven configuration 32, as best illustrated
in FIG. 7. For example, in one embodiment, the extruded
material or metal may be formed to include tightly disposed
ridges and valleys on the bottom or underside of at least one
of the support ledges 30 to create further resistance to fluid
flow. Particularly, the corrugated, ribbed, or uneven configu-
ration 32 creates a plurality of barriers and contact points
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between the support ledges 30 and the base 4, further restrict-
ing fluid from flowing between the base 4 and the ledges 30.
It should be noted that the uneven or corrugated surface 32
may, in at least one embodiment, be added as part of an
additional rubber, plastic or metal piece attached to the bot-
tom surface of the ledges 30, for example, via heat, adhesive,
screws, nails, or other connectors.

In yet another embodiment of the present invention, the
frame element 10 further comprises a cap 40 removably con-
nected to the frame element 10, for example, via a cap attach-
ment assembly. As just one example, the attachment assem-
bly may comprise one or more clips 42 comprising a retention
ledge 43 connectable to cooperatively structured and dis-
posed retention brackets 44 or edges. In one embodiment the
clips 42 are disposed on a surface or portion of the frame
element 10 and the cooperatively structured bracket or edge
44 is disposed on the cap. Other embodiments may include
other attachment assemblies or structures, to facilitate a
secure attachment of the cap to the frame element 10.

As shown in FIG. 3, for example, the cap 40 is disposed in
an overlying relation to the head surface 14, and in particular,
to the anchor 8 and anchor channel 16. Particularly, the cap 40
of the various embodiments, is structured and disposed to
provide protection to the anchor 8 from the outer elements,
and specifically, from fluid, including, but not limited to rain
and pool water. As such, the cap 40 creates an upper housing
or shield disposed in an overlying relation to the anchor 8
restricting fluid from flowing onto the top portion ofthe frame
element 10, and specifically, in one embodiment, the head
surface 14 proximate the anchor 8 or anchor channel 16.

Further, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the cap 40 of at least one
embodiment, comprises a partially rounded or curvilinear
surface configuration, represented as reference character 45.
Particularly, in one embodiment, the curvilinear surface con-
figuration 45 defines a convex configuration covering at least
aportion of the head surface 14 and in particular the anchor 8
and anchor channel 16. The curvilinear surface configuration
45 is structured to facilitate a flow of fluid off of the surface 45
and down the edges thereof, away from the anchor 8 and/or
anchor channel 16. Accordingly, in one embodiment, the
edges 47, 48 may be disposed in a substantially aligned rela-
tion with edges or sides 17, 18 of the frame element 10, as
illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4. Further, it should be noted, that in
at least one embodiment, the cap 40 is disposed along the
entire, or a substantial portion of, the elongated frame element
10.

As mentioned above, the present invention further com-
prises a screen retention assembly 50, which is structured to
removably receive the screen material 6 therein, or otherwise
engage the screen material 6 so as to connect the screen
material 6 to the frame element 10. Particularly, in one
embodiment, the screen retention assembly 50 comprises a
groove or channel 52 and a cooperatively sized and structured
spline or elongated, generally flexible structure dimensioned
to fit within the groove and secure the screen material 6
therein. Specifically, the spline screen material 6 may be
disposed within the groove 52 and secured therein via inser-
tion of the spline 54 on top of or in overlying relation to the
screen material 6. A roller or other tool or utensil may be used
to securely dispose the spline 54 and screen material 6 within
the groove 50. Other screen retention assemblies 50 may be
used and are contemplated within the full spirit and scope of
the various embodiments of the present invention.

It should be noted, however, that in certain embodiments,
the screen retention assembly 50 is disposed external to the
cap 40 when the cap 40 is secured or attached to the frame
element 10, as shown in FIG. 2, for example. Particularly, the
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screen retention assembly 50 may be disposed on a screen
retention side 18 of the frame element 10, which is different
than the head surface 14 or surface that the cap 40 overlies or
protects. In such an embodiment, the screen material 6 may be
inserted into and removed from the screen retention assembly
50 without having to adjust, remove or disconnect the cap 40
from is engagement with the frame element 10. This not only
allows the cap 40 to maintain a secure, tight, and fluid restrict-
ing engagement with the frame assembly 10, but it also allows
for easy access and maintenance to the screen material 6. As
an example, if the screen material 6 rips, tears or otherwise
needs to be replaces, the user may simply remove the screen
material 6 from the screen retention assembly 50 and replace
the screen material 6 without having to remove the cap 40
from the frame element 10. Removal of the cap 40 from the
frame element exposes the cap 40 to potential damage, e.g.,
by accidentally or inadvertently breaking the attachment clips
orassembly. It also maintains the cap 40 in the fluid restriction
position relative to the anchor 8 and anchor channel 16 even
while maintenance on the screen material 6 is performed.

This written description provides an illustrative explana-
tion and/or account of the present invention. It may be pos-
sible to deliver equivalent benefits and insights using varia-
tions of the sequence, steps, specific embodiments and
methods, without departing from the inventive concept. This
description and these drawings, therefore, are to be regarded
as illustrative and not restrictive.

Now that the invention has been described,

What is claimed is:

1. A screen frame assembly, comprising:

a frame element comprising a substantially planar head
surface and an oppositely disposed at least partially open
support side, the frame element configured to retain a
screen,

at least one anchor retention assembly at least partially
defining an anchor channel disposed within an interior
portion of said frame element between said head surface
and said support side, said anchor channel being dimen-
sioned to receive an anchor there through and into an
engaging relation with a substantially planar support
base, the support base being a separate structure upon
which said frame element is mounted, and

wherein said anchor retention assembly comprises at least
one support wall extending in a perpendicular relation
from an inner side of said head surface to said at least
partially open support side, said at least one support wall
comprising a first end and a second end, said first end of
said support wall being connected to said inner side of
said head surface and said second end of said support
wall being disposable in a direct engaging relation with
an outer surface of the support base.

2. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 1 wherein
said direct engaging relation between said second end of said
support wall of said anchor retention assembly and the sup-
port base is structured to restrict fluid flowing through said at
least partially open support end and into said anchor channel
between said second end and the support base.

3. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 2 wherein
said support wall of said anchor retention assembly is dis-
posed in an engaging relation relative to the support base and
said head surface, and wherein said support wall is structured
to restrict said head surface from forming a concave orienta-
tion proximate said anchor channel.

4. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 2 wherein
said support wall of said anchor retention assembly is dis-
posed in an engaging relation relative to the support base and
said head surface, and wherein said support wall is structured

20

25

30

40

45

50

8

to maintain said head surface in a substantially flat orientation
proximate said anchor channel.

5. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 1 further
comprising at least one support ledge disposed on an outer
end of said at least partially open support side of said frame
element, said support ledge being disposed in a secure sup-
porting relation with the support base.

6. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 5 further
comprising at least two support ledges, each disposed on an
opposite outer end of said at least partially open support side
of said frame element.

7. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 6 wherein
said at least two support ledges comprise corrugated support
surfaces.

8. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 7 wherein
said corrugated support surfaces are structured to restrict fluid
flow into the interior portion of said frame element between
said support surfaces and the support base.

9. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 1 further
comprising a cap disposed in an overlying relation relative to
said head surface of said frame element, and wherein said cap
is disposed in an overlying relation relative to a cap attach-
ment assembly, said cap attachment assembly being con-
nected to and extending outwardly from said head surface of
said frame element.

10. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 9
wherein said cap comprises a curvilinear outer surface.

11. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 10
wherein said curvilinear outer surface comprises a convex
configuration.

12. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 9
wherein said cap comprises opposite outer edges each dis-
posed in a substantially aligned relation with a corresponding
outer side of said frame element.

13. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 9 further
comprising a screen retention assembly disposed on a screen
retention side of said frame element; said screen retention
assembly being structured to connect a screen material to said
frame element.

14. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 13
wherein screen retention assembly is disposed externally
relative to said cap while said cap is disposed in a connected
relation to said frame element.

15. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 14
wherein the screen material is disposable into and out of said
screen retention assembly while said cap is disposed in said
connected relation to said frame element.

16. A screen frame assembly, comprising:

a frame element comprising a head surface and an oppo-
sitely disposed support side, said frame element config-
ured to retain a screen and further comprising two side
walls extending from said head surface,

said frame element comprising at least one anchor reten-
tion assembly disposed within an interior portion of said
frame element and structured to at least partially define
an anchor channel, said anchor channel being dimen-
sioned to receive an anchor therein and into an engaging
relation with a support base, the support base being a
separate structure upon which the frame element is
mounted,

said anchor retention assembly comprising at least one
support wall comprising a first end and a second end,
said first end being connected to an inner side of said
head surface, and said second end being disposable in a
direct engaging relation with an outer surface of the
support base, wherein said support wall is disposed in a
perpendicular relation to the support base, and wherein
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said support wall is structured to restrict fluid flow into
said anchor channel between said second end and the
support base,

said support wall being further structured to restrict said
head surface from forming a concave orientation proxi-
mate said anchor channel,

a cap attachment assembly comprising at least two clips
extending outwardly from said head surface of said
frame element,

a cap removably connected to said cap attachment assem-
bly and disposed in a covering relation to said head
surface of said frame element and in a covering relation
to said cap attachment assembly,

wherein said cap comprises oppositely disposed outer
edges disposed in a substantially aligned relation with
correspondingly oppositely disposed sides of said frame
element when said cap is connected to said cap attach-
ment assembly, and

ascreen retention assembly disposed externally to said cap,
wherein screen material is disposable into and out of
said screen retention assembly when said cap is disposed
in said covering relation to said head surface and said
anchor channel.

17. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 16 fur-
ther comprising at least two support ledges disposed on oppo-
site sides of said frame elements and disposable in a tight
supporting relation with the support base.

18. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 16
wherein said at least two support ledges comprise corrugated
surfaces structured to restrict fluid flow between said support
ledges and the support base.

19. The screen frame assembly as recited in claim 16
wherein said support side of said frame element comprises a

20
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substantially open configuration, and wherein said support
wall is disposed in a directly engaging relation with the sup-
port base when said frame element is mounted on the support
base.

20. A screen frame assembly, comprising:

a frame element comprising a substantially planar head
surface and an oppositely disposed at least partially open
support side, the frame element configured to retain a
screen,

said frame element comprising at least one anchor reten-
tion assembly disposed within an interior portion of said
frame element and structured to at least partially define
an open-ended anchor channel, said anchor channel
being dimensioned to receive an anchor therein and into
an engaging relation with a support base, the support
base being a separate structure upon which the frame
element is mounted,

said anchor retention assembly comprising at least two
support walls each comprising a first end and a second
end, said first end of said support walls extending
directly from an inner side of said head surface, and said
second end of said support walls being disposable in a
direct engaging relation with the support base,

said frame element further comprising at least two support
ledges disposed on opposite sides thereof, each of said
support ledges being disposed in a direct engaging rela-
tion with the support base, and

wherein said at least two support walls and said at least two
support ledges collectively provide at least four indepen-
dent direct engaging contacts between said frame ele-
ment and the support base.

#* #* #* #* #*



